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ABSTRACT 

 

SAPUTRA, INDRA ANANDA. 2025. Analysis on Pronounciation of English 

Vowels Made by the Eighth Grade Students of MTSN 1 Kutai Kartanegara 

in Academic Year 2024/2025. Thesis. Department of English Education, 

Faculty of Teacher Education and Training. Tenggarong: University of Kutai 

Kartanegara. Advisors: (1) Sri Utami, S.Pd., M.Pd. (2) Elsa Widya Hapsari, 

S.Pd., M.Ed.  

  

English pronunciation is a fundamental aspect of language learning, yet it 

remains one of the most challenging skills for non-native speakers to master. This 

difficulty arises due to several factors, including differences in phonetic systems, 

variations in accents and dialects, and the influence of one's mother tongue. This 

research, the researcher is interested to analyze the pronunciation of vowels made 

the students by examining common mispronunciations and correct pronunciation 

with identifying specific vowel sounds that pose challenges, The research seeks to 

provide insights into the difficulties faced by students and suggest strategies for 

improvement. By analyzing the pronunciation of vowels, researcher can find out 

to what extent students understand and able to pronounce these sound correctly. 

Based on this background, the problem of this study is formulated as: "How 

do the eighth grade students of MTsN 1 Kutai Kartanegara in academic year 

2024/2025 pronounce English vowels?" In line with this, the purpose of this study 

is “To know how the eighth grade students of MTsN 1 Kutai Kartanegara in 

academic year 2024/2025 pronounce English Vowels.”   

This research used a descriptive qualitative design to analyze the 

pronunciation of English vowels produced by six eighth grade students of MTsN 1 

Kutai Kartanegara. The data were collected through pronunciation test using 15 

words containing the five long vowel sounds and recorded for phonetic 

transcription. The analysis followed Miles and Huberman’s interactive model, 

involving data collection, data reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing, to 

identify the correct and incorrect pronunciation produced by the students. 

The findings of the research indicated that the eighth grade students of 

MTsN 1 Kutai Kartanegara in academic year 2024/2025 pronounced English 

vowels mostly correctly. The students generally demonstrated a good 

understanding and pronounciation of English long vowels, with most students 

were able to pronounce the vowels /iː/, /ɑː/, /ɔː/, /ɜː/, and /uː/ correctly\ from 15 

words tested, most students could pronounce over 12 words correctly, with details 

: one (1) student pronounced 12 words correctly and five (5) student pronounced 

14 words correctly. It meant, most students pronounced English vowels, especially 

long English vowels, correctly. However, mispronunciation was still found, in the 

pronunciation of the vowel /ɜː/ (back) in word such as “prefer”, /iː/ (middle) in 

word such as “bean”,/ɑː/ (middle) in word such as “park”, and /uː/ (front) in word 

such as “oops”. 

 



  vi 

 vi   

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Alhamdulillah, first of all, the researcher would like to praise to Allah SWT, 

the Almighty God who always blesses him so that he could accomplish this thesis 

writing completely. Some influential people are significant for him during the 

completion of this thesis. Therefore, he would like to extend his sincere gratitude 

and indebtedness to the outstanding people. 

Above all, the researcher would like to extend his deep and sincere gratitude 

to his first advisor, Sri Utami, S.Pd., M.Pd., for her invaluable help, revision, 

suggestion, advice, and support. This thesis would not go this better without the 

helpful suggestion and revision from her. In her tight schedule, she has properly 

revised this thesis and facilitated genuine guidance coping with her unsolved 

problems in improving the writer’s thesis writing, the researcher is truly indebted 

and owe invaluable kindness from her. Elsa Widya Hapsari, S.Pd., M.Ed., the 

second advisor, is influential in revising inevitable improper writing and grammar. 

She is so helpful for giving suggestions and supports in the researcher’s hardship 

to complete this thesis. The researcher is indebted much. 

The sincere gratitude also goes to the thesis examiners: Fitria Meisarah, 

S.Pd., M.Pd., and Srikandini Narulita, S.S., M.Pd. Their credible suggestion, 

correction, and revision provided in seminars of this thesis have made this thesis 

more accurate. High appreciation are extended to Drs. H. Suid Saidi, S.Pd., M.Pd., 

Dean of Faculty of Teacher Education and Training, Fitria Meisarah, S.Pd., M.Pd., 

Head of English Department, and all lecturers of English Department for either 



  vii 

 vii   

 

formally or informally imparted some priceless knowledge to the researcher 

during his study at English Department.  

The researcher addresses his sincere appreciation to the Headmaster of 

MTsN 1 Kutai Kartanegara, certainly to the English Teacher, Mrs Erniwati Dj, 

S.Pd for great cooperation since the beginning until the end of the data collection 

activities. The most special appreciation goes to the eighth grade students of 

MTsN 1 Kutai Kartanegara in academic year 2024/2025, thank you very much for 

the help given to the researcher. 

The researcher would like to present this S.Pd degree prize to his female 

cousin Elisa Febriyani (passed away) because the researcher is very inspired by 

her because his cousin is an alumnus of English education and stopped continuing 

to college. Therefore, the researcher would like to give this valuable gift to his late 

cousin. 

The deepest gratitude goes to dearly beloved parents, his twin, younger 

brother, and his big family for all moral support, advices, endless prays, and 

patience until this thesis is finished. In addition, the researcher would like to say 

thank you for all supports from all of his beloved friends including Femi, Elia 

exid, Wawa sistar, and Pyuti yeojachingu. Thank you very much for the 

correction, kindness, patience, prays and supports in helping the researcher to 

finishing the thesis writing from the beginning until it has been finished and all 

people who always support the researcher who cannot be mentioned one by one. 

Tenggarong, July 2025 

The Researcher, 



  ix 

 ix   

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

PAGE OF TITLE……...………………..……………………………………. i 

PAGE OF APPROVAL………………...………………………..………....... 

ABSTRACT ……………………...…………………………………………... 

ACKNOWLEDGESMENTS ……………………………………….………. 

VITA ………………………………………………………………………….. 

iii 

v 

vi 

viii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS….………..…………...…………………………… 

LIST OF TABLES …………………………………………..………………. 

LIST OF APPENDICES …………………………………………….……… 

ix 

xi 

xii 

 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION  

 1.1 Background of the Study ……………………………………… 1 

 1.2 Problem of the Study ………………………………………….. 4 

 1.3 Purpose of the Study ………………………………………...... 4 

 1.4 Scope and Limitation of the Study ……………………………. 5 

 1.5 Significance of the Study ……………………………………... 5 

 1.6 Definition of Key-Terms ……………………………………… 6 

    

CHAPTER II REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE  

 2.1 Definition of Analysis ………………………………………… 7 

 2.2 Pronunciation Theories.…………….......................................... 8 

  2.2.1 Definition of Pronunciation ……………...….…………... 8 

  2.2.2 The Elements of English Pronunciation……………......... 

2.2.3 Suprasegmental……………...…………………………... 

2.2.4 Segmental Features……………...………………………. 

9 

9 

11 

 2.3 Vowels Sound ………………………………………………… 11 

  2.3.1 Definition of Vowels……………...……………………... 

2.3.2 Classification of English Vowels......……………………. 

11 

13 

 2.4 Phonetic Symbols in Oxford Dictionary ...…………….……… 15 

  

 

2.5 

2.4.1 English Consonant ……………..………………….......... 

2.4.2 English Vowels and Diphthongs ……………………....... 

Previous of Related on Pronunciation of English Vowels…….. 

  15 

  17 

  19 

  

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHODOLOGY   

 3.1 Research Design ………………………………………………. 22 

 3.2 The Subject of the Research ...………………………………… 23 

 3.3 Research Instrument …………………………………………... 24 

 3.4 Data Collection Techniques…………………………………… 26 

 3.5 Data Analysis Techniques …...………………………………... 26 

  



  x 

 x   

 

CHAPTER IV RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

               4.1     Findings of the Study………………………………………... 

4.1.1 Findings on The Students Pronunciation of Vowels…... 

                          4.1.2 Findings on Right and Wrong Students Pronunciation... 

               4.2      Discussion…………………………………………………… 

 

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

               5.1       Conclusion…………………………………………….......... 

               5.2       Suggestion…………………………………………………... 

 

REFERENCES………………………………………………………………. 

 

APPENDICES……………………………………………………………….. 

  

    29 

    29 

36 

38 

 

 

42 

43  

 

45 

 

48 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  xi 

 xi   

 

LIST OF TABLES 

 

 

Number of 

Tables 

Title Page 

   

1 The Result of  Pronunciation of English 

Vowels of Student 1 

30 

   

2 The Result of  Pronunciation of English 

Vowels of Student 2 

31 

   

3 The Result of  Pronunciation of English 

Vowels of Student 3 

32 

   

4 

 

 

5 

 

 

6 

The Result of  Pronunciation of English 

Vowels of Student 4 

 

The Result of  Pronunciation of English 

Vowels of Student 5 

 

The Result of  Pronunciation of English 

Vowels of Student 6 

33 

 

 

34 

 

 

35 

   

7 

 

 

8 

Summary of Right Pronunciation of Long 

Vowels 

 

Summary of Wrong Pronunciation of Long 

Vowels 

36 

 

 

38 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 



  xii 

 xii   

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

 

 

Number of 

Appendices 

Title Page 

   

1 Research Instrument 48 

   

2 Key of Pronunciation Test 49 

   

3 Documentation  50 

   

4 Letter of Recommendation from Dean of 

Faculty of Teacher Education and Training of 

Kutai Kartanegara University 

54 

 

 

   

5 

 

 

6 

Letter of Recommendation from the 

Headmaster of MTsN 1 Kutai Kartanegara 

 

Letter of Approvement Research from The 

Headmaster of MTsN 1 Kutai Kartanegara 

                            55 

 

 

                            56 

   

 


	‎C:\Users\ACER\Downloads\_INDRA ANANDA SAPUTRA\COVER SKRIPSI INDRA ANANDA SAPUTRA FIX.pdf‎

